
BIG IDEA
I don't know the future but I know God is with me!

BIBLE
Daniel's Dream: Daniel 7

FREE TIME

PLAY | Free Time
INSTRUCTIONS: Tables will be set with games and activities for kids to play until the lesson
begins. This is a great opportunity to get to know some kids and work on building relationships. 
Have kids go to the bathroom prior to class beginning

QUESTION | Time Travel

INSTRUCTIONS: This question will be written on the board as a discussion starter while the
kids arrive
When you imagine stepping out into the world twenty years from now, what do you expect
your life to be like? What frightens you? What excites you?

LARGE GROUP TIME

SAY...

Welcome back to Hear Me Roar, and our adventures at the Babylon Zoo! It's been such a kick
having you here with us! Today is our last day together at the zoo. I don't know exactly what's in
store, but I can assure you it will be awesome!

WHAT?

ACTIVITY | Big Cat Craze

INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS: Have students sit in a circle of chairs/paper plates, with one
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less chair/paper plate than you have students. Designate one person to be "it," and have
them stand in the middle. Go around the circle and give each kid a card with one of these
big cats on it - lion, tiger, leopard, jaguar. Give one to the kid who is it too. The "it" kid will call
out one of those cats. Everyone with that cat must get up and find a new chair/paper plate
to sit at. Last person to find one is now it.
Today we're going to play "Big Cat Craze!" Each of you are going to be given a name of a big
cat. 

Lions! 
Tigers! 
Leopards. 
Jaguars! 

The person who is "it" will call out a group of animals. For instance, if they call out, "Jaguars"
all of the Jaguars will stand up, run, and find a new chair/paper plate. The person who is "it"
also tries to find an empty chair/paper plate. You can also call out "Big Cat Craze!" At that
point, everyone has to stand up and hurry to find a new chair/paper plate! 
How did you feel when you were trying to find a chair/plate? How did you feel when you
were in the middle? 
That felt a little chaotic, didn't it? Things that aren't organized and confusing can cause us to
be anxious and excited at the same time. 

SO WHAT?

SCRIPTURE | Daniel 7 (Daniel's Dream)

INSTRUCTIONS: Dressed as a zookeeper, tell the Bible story from the zookeeper's
perspective. Today's story spans all of Daniel 7.
I hope you all have been enjoying your time at the Babylon Zoo. I know I had a lot of fun
sharing my love of all the different animals we have here and even getting to share some of
the non-zoo goings-on in the kingdom of Babylon, too! 
I know I've been talking your ear off about my new friend Daniel, but that guy has the wildest
stories! He and his three friends started off as total newbies to Babylon but with God's help
and protection, they basically started running the place! 
It's been a real dream come true!
Speaking of dreams... did anyone have a really amazing dream last night?
You know, Daniel, who we've been learning about, had a dream too. Would you like to hear
about it? Listen to this!
INSTRUCTIONS: Play the Bible story video.
That was a pretty weird dream, right? Daniel's dream had four animals. Let's see if we can
remember what they looked like.

The first animal looked like a lion but it had what? Wings like an eagle!
Then there was a bear with vicious looking teeth.
The third one was a leopard with wings and four heads.
Then the final, most frightful of all, there was a lion-like animal that had horns.Do you
remember how many? That's right,ten

Daniel didn't understand what it all meant, but an angel helped him. God was showing
Daniel things that would happen in the future. The four animals represented four kingdoms
that would rise to power. At the end of Daniel's dream he saw God sitting on his throne, ruling
over everything, more powerful than the other kingdoms. That reminded Daniel that God is
our true and forever king that is always with us.
This dream was a message to Daniel and to all of God's people to hang on. Even though
times were hard, one day, God would make it all better! Daniel's dream meant that God was
with him and everyone!
Even though we don't always know what is going to happen, God always knows. He knows
what will happen tomorrow and the next day.



We don't know the future but we can know God is with us!

VIDEO | Hear Me Roar, Episode 5 (OPTIONAL)

INSTRUCTIONS: To reinforce what they heard from the verse, you can play this week's
episode of Grow TV. 

BIG IDEA | I don't know the future but I know God is with me!

Even though Daniel was confused and didn't know exactly what would happen in his future,
he trusted God's plan and knew That He was there with him.
INSTRUCTIONS: On the whiteboard will be a picture of a lion, pretend to have a hard time
opening the mouth of the lion to retrieve the big idea inside. Or, invite a kid up to retrieve
the big idea.
That is our big idea this week! I don't know the future but I know God is with me! That is
such good news. I think we all need that around here! Let's shout, or should I say, ROAR, the
Big Idea!  I don't know the future but I know God is with me!

NOW WHAT?

MEMORY VERSE | Nahum 1:7 (NIV)

That true of you and me, right? I'm pretty sure no one here is a time traveller from the future,
right? Thats what I thought. It can be scary not knowing what will happen next, but its good to
remember that God is with us always, even in the future. Lets keep that fresh in our minds by
continuing to memorize this verse.
"The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him."
I really would like to introduce you to our wonderful Kangaroos here at the Babylon Zoo! I love
how they get around their exhibit! Jumping all over the place! Lets use them to help us really
memorize this verse! We will call one of you up to the front and hand you a jump rope. Your
objective is to say the memory verse all the way through while jumping rope. If you stop
jumping rope, you will have to sit down, and we will call on another volunteer. We'll keep
going until someone (or multiple people) can get through the whole verse.
Great work, before we break out into small groups, lets pray.

PRAYER

God, the Bible says you are the beginning and the end, which means you are, you have, and
you always will be with us. You have taken care of me in the past, so I can trust you will
help me with whatever comes next. I don't know the future, but I can live with peace and
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confidence because I know you are with me! Amen.

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

When Daniel was troubled about what he saw, what did he do?
Did Daniel know exactly what would happen with the four beasts?
Since he didn't get to see what happened next, what helped Daniel as he thought about
the future?
What is your biggest dream for the future?
What about the future makes you feel the most uncomfortable?
What can help us feel better about facing unknown situations?

Scripture

Practice the memory verse one more time with your kids in your small group.
"The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him." Nahum
1:7
Have the kids recite the verse from memory with your help. If they can, give them a token.
Get prizes! :)

ACTIVITY | Tiny Zoo

INSTRUCTIONS: Finish your zoo with your group today using the random variety of
materials you're given. Encourage your group to get creative in adding additional elements.
If they are having trouble thinking of ideas, you could suggest a carousel, bridges, food
dishes, a cafeteria for the guests, etc.
We're going to complete our zoo! But, here's the deal . . . There is no plan for today! There
are no instructions, and we were given a random selection of materials. So, let's get
creative and add several elements that will help us complete our zoo! I can't picture how it
will turn out quite yet, but I know it will be unique and amazing!
As you put the final touches on your zoo, not sure how it will all turn out, remember that
even though we can't be sure of how our life will go, we can continue to trust God to direct
us in all the right ways. I don't know the future but I know God is with me — and
that's good enough for me!
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