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John 1:19-34 Leader Guide for One Room

Teachers Dig In

Dig In to the Bible
 Read: John 1:19-34
 In This Passage: Jesus is about to begin his ministry. God sends John the

Baptist to announce that Jesus is coming and that Jesus is the Messiah.
God came to be with us through Jesus! John loves sharing this amazing
news.

 Bible Point: God came to be with us.
 Summary Verse: “For this is how God loved the world: He gave his one and

only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not perish but have
eternal life” (John 3:16).

Dig Deeper
 You’ll Be Teaching: God came to be with us. John wasn’t the only one with

good news to share. Help kids see how exciting this message is: God came
to be with us! Help them look for God in their lives and share that good
news with others.

 Think About: When have you felt like God was with you? When have you
felt that he was far away? How can you trust that God is with you even when
he feels far away?

Dig In to Prayer
 Pray that God will reveal his presence to each child in your ministry.

Quick Tip
 God is highly relational. He’s so relational that he became a human, Jesus,

just to come and live among us! Since relationship is so important to God,
it’s important to ministry, too. The stronger your relationships are with your
kids, the deeper their learning will be. They’ll be more willing to share
openly, ask honest questions, and listen to your own stories and thoughts.
Get to know your kids! Find out who they are, pray for them throughout the
week, and let them see how much you care. Use the book Notes With Jesus
to help them know how much Jesus loves them.

https://www.group.com/product/9781470750299-notes-from-jesus.do
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This Lesson at a Glance

OPENING
▲ Kids share about a topic related to the lesson.

Supplies
 Bible

TALK-ABOUT VIDEO
▲ Kids watch a video and discuss today's Bible Point.

Supplies
 “Prepare the Way” teaching video (watch or download here)

CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
Kids play a guessing game and make John’s announcements in modern-day ways.

Supplies
 Bibles
 markers
 paper

HIGH-ENERGY GAME
Kids play a version of Blob Tag.

Supplies
 upbeat music (optional)
 music player (optional)

LOW-ENERGY GAME
Kids guess who is leading a motion.

Supplies
 upbeat music (optional)
 music player (optional)

LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
▲ Kids imagine Jesus is there with them in the room.

Supplies
 extra chair

TAKE-HOME
▲ Kids receive a take-home page about the lesson.

Supplies
 this week’s “Dig In @ Home” handout (1 per child) (download

here)

https://vimeo.com/album/4814393/video/238491795
https://digin-resources.group.com/media/10324/q3_lesson-11_take-home_bible-in-one-year.docx
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Easy Prep
 Add your church announcements to the “Dig In @ Home”

handout.

*Marked supplies can be reused from Core Bible Discovery
Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+,
purchasing child-safe items, and being aware of allergy concerns.
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OPENING
Welcome

[5 min]

Supplies

 Bible

Welcome
          Thank kids for coming.
          Just for fun, have kids give a side hug to two friends.
          Make announcements.
          Introduce new kids.
          Celebrate birthdays by having kids say “happy birthday” in a squeaky voice.
          Collect the offering.

Introduce the Lesson
          Say: Today we’re going to learn that God came to be with us. He came
to earth as a human—Jesus! That’s amazing!

Share
          Tell kids who you wish would come visit you today, and why.
          Have kids form pairs and share who they’d like to come visit them today,
and why.
          After partners have discussed, ask two or three kids to share with the whole
group what they talked about with their partners.

Summarize
          Open a Bible to John 1, and say: It’s fun to have people we love visit us.
God loves us so much that he came to be with us. Let’s dig in to the Bible to
find out what happened! The Bible isn’t like other books; it’s special. The
Bible is one way God talks to us and shows he’s with us. God is here right
now, ready to talk to you. Let’s talk with him now.
          Pray, thanking God that he came to be with us.
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TALK-ABOUT VIDEO
Prepare the Way

[10 min]

Supplies

 “Prepare the Way” teaching video (watch or download here)

Tip
 Don’t have internet in your classroom? That’s okay! You can download the

videos before class using the “download” button at the link provided, or
purchase DVDs here.

Discuss and Watch “Prepare the Way”
          Say: We’re learning that God came to be with us.
          Ask: • Why is that a really cool thing to think about?
          Say: Let’s see what happened when John the Baptist helped everyone
know that God came to be with us.
          Watch “Prepare the Way.”
          Ask: • Why do you think people were confused about who John the
Baptist was?
          • Why do you think God sent John to introduce Jesus?
          • We saw different places where God is with us. Tell where you most
need to remember that God is with you, and why.
          Lead kids in prayer, asking that kids will see God in the places they shared
about.
          Say: God came to be with us, so we’re never alone. Like John, we can
point other people to Jesus no matter where we go.

https://vimeo.com/album/4814393/video/238491795
https://www.group.com/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/dig-in/shop/
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CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
John: Jesus Is Coming, and John the Baptist Prepares the Way (John 1:19-34)

[20 min]

Supplies

 Bibles
 markers
 paper

Imagine
          Ask: • What do you think it’s like to be an ant?
          Say: Close your eyes, and imagine you’re an ant. In fact, imagine
you’ve actually become an ant for a whole day.
          Ask: • What would be different about your day?
          • In what ways would you better understand ants at the end of the
day?
          Say: We’re learning that God came to be with us by sending his Son,
Jesus. Jesus didn’t become an ant, but he did become something much
lower than God—a human! And because he became a human, we can
understand and relate to him in awesome new ways. People got to see more
about God by seeing Jesus. Before Jesus, they didn’t understand how
much God loves them and how much he wants to be close to them. So God
sent Jesus to show people God’s love and teach people that God wants to
be friends with them. Listen to what the Bible says about Jesus becoming a
man.
          Read John 1:14.

Discuss Baptism
          Say: But I’m getting ahead of myself. God sent another man, John the
Baptist, who was baptizing people and saying that the light of the world was
coming.
          John was called “John the Baptist” because he baptized people.
          Talk to your kids about your church traditions regarding baptism. If you
have kids in your class who have been baptized, ask them to share about that
experience and what they think it meant.

Guess Who
          Say: John definitely got people’s attention! But they wanted to know
who John was, so they tried guessing. Let’s play a guessing game.
          Take on the persona of a famous person kids would know. You might
choose a fictional character so younger kids can also guess. It could be a
celebrity or historical figure. Start talking as if you’re that person, and invite kids to
guess who you are.
          When kids have guessed correctly, say: You were able to guess who I
was pretending to be. Let’s see who the Jewish leaders guessed John was.
          Read John 1:20-22.
          Say: The Jewish leaders couldn’t quite figure out who John was! They
thought he was someone famous.
          Ask: • Tell about someone famous you’d like to meet. Share your own
example first.
          Say: John wasn’t any of the people they guessed. Here’s how John
replied to their guesses.
          Read John 1:26-27.
          Ask: • Who do you think John was referring to?
          Say: Let’s find out if you’re right!
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Make Announcements
          Say: The next day when John saw Jesus, he made a surprising
announcement. Let’s listen in.
          Read John 1:29-30.
          Ask: • What are some ways we get announcements today, such as
about school being canceled or about bad weather?
          • Tell about the best announcement you’ve ever heard. Share your own
example first, such as receiving a job offer, learning that you were going to have a
baby, or hearing that your offer on a house was accepted.
          Say: John’s announcements were even better than those! Let’s make
John’s announcements again using some modern-day methods. You can
choose to make a pretend TV commercial, a radio commercial, a video, a
billboard, or you can use some other modern method. Form mixed-age
groups of two to four kids, making sure each group has at least one reader. Have
groups each decide on a modern method to make their announcement. Make
sure everyone in the group can participate in the announcement. It’s okay if more
than one group chooses the same method. Give each group a Bible. Then assign
each group one of the following verses to announce (it’s okay to repeat or double
up). All groups will also announce the Bible point: God came to be with us.
 John 1:29: “Look! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
 John 1:30: “A man is coming after me who is far greater than I am, for he

existed long before me.”
 John 1:31: “I have been baptizing with water so that he might be revealed to

Israel.”
 John 1:32: “I saw the Holy Spirit descending like a dove from heaven and

resting upon him.”
 John 1:33-34: “When God sent me to baptize with water, he told me, ‘The

one on whom you see the Spirit descend and rest is the one who will
baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ I saw this happen to Jesus, so I testify that he is
the Chosen One of God.”

          Allow time for kids to prepare their announcements, and then have groups
take turns announcing in their chosen ways.
          Say: We still have exciting news to announce. We have the same good
news John had: God came to be with us—that’s why he sent Jesus. And
Jesus is still with us today! Let’s shout the Bible point together and try to
announce it to everyone in this building.
          Lead kids in shouting “God came to be with us!”
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HIGH-ENERGY GAME
Together Tag

[10 min]

Supplies

 upbeat music (optional)
 music player (optional)

Tip
 You can purchase downloadable music and other items to enhance your

DIG IN program here.

Play a Version of Blob Tag
          Say: We’re learning that God came to be with us through his only Son,
Jesus. John wanted to make sure everyone knew that Jesus was coming.
          Let’s play a game where we’ll come together in a fun way to celebrate
how God wants to be with all of us!
          Invite a willing older child to be “It.” Then have everyone else spread out.
When the game starts and It begins tagging others, each person who’s tagged will
join hands and become an It team that’ll build until everyone has been tagged.
          If you’d like, play upbeat music while kids play. Play as many rounds as
time allows with a new person starting as It for each round.
         
Talk About It
          Ask: • What did you like about being part of a team when you got
tagged rather than having to freeze or be out of the game?
          • Tell about a team or group you’re a part of. Share your own answer
first.
          • What do you like about being part of a team or a group—being with
people rather than being on your own? Share your answer first to help kids get
started.
          Say: John announced his message a lot because it was for everyone!
God came to be with us, and John was like It in our game, trying to gather
people to be with God. God came to be with us, and he wants everyone to
be on his team!

https://www.group.com/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/dig-in/shop/
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LOW-ENERGY GAME
Who’s the Leader?

[10 min]

Supplies

 upbeat music (optional)
 music player (optional)

Tip
 You can purchase downloadable music and other items to enhance your

DIG IN program here.

Recommended for 8 or more kids.

Choose the Leader and the Guesser
          Say: We learned about an amazing guy from the Bible today—John the
Baptist. Some people were confused. They thought John might be the
Messiah, the one God had promised to send to save us all. God came to be
with us through only one person—Jesus. People could get confused about
who was the Messiah back in Bible times, and even now people can be
confused about following Jesus.
          Let’s play a game where you’ll take turns trying to figure out who’s the
Leader. Have kids form a circle, and invite a willing child to be the first Guesser.
He or she will be watching everyone closely to figure out who’s the Leader. Send
the Guesser into the hall while you choose a Leader, who’ll lead everyone in
doing simple motions such as tapping different parts of their heads or faces,
tapping toes, snapping fingers, and so on. The Leader’s goal will be to change the
motions for everyone to follow in a way that the Guesser can’t identify who the
Leader is.
          Bring the Guesser back in, and have that child sit in the center of the circle.
Give each Guesser two or three tries, and invite kids to switch roles when the
Guesser either guesses correctly or uses up all the guesses. (You’ll need to send
the new Guesser into the hallway each round while the previous Guesser
chooses a new Leader.)  
          If you’d like, play upbeat music while kids play. Play as many rounds as
time allows.
         
Talk About It
          Ask: • What made it hard or easy to figure out who the Leader was?
          • What makes it hard or easy to know Jesus is the right leader for our
lives?
          Say: Unlike the Leaders in our game, Jesus doesn’t try to stay hidden
from us. But because we can’t see Jesus, it can still be tough to figure out
how to follow his lead. We can learn by reading the Bible and talking to
Jesus anytime, anywhere to ask him for help. Jesus wants us to know he
loves us, we can trust and follow him, and only he is God’s Son. God came
to be with us through the one and only Jesus.  

https://www.group.com/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/dig-in/shop/
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LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
Empty Chair Prayer

[5 min]

Supplies

 extra chair

Picture Jesus
          Set out an extra chair.
          Say: God came to be with us. Jesus came to earth and lived as a
human, facing some of the same experiences we face. And even though we
can’t see him anymore, he’s still here with us.
          Let’s use this chair as a reminder that Jesus is with us. Picture him in
this chair. Then just sit and be in his presence. Don’t say much…just enjoy
being with Jesus because he’s here with us.
          Allow a couple of minutes.

Wrap Up
          Pray: God, thank you that you came to be with us. Thank you that
you’re still with us. Help us see you at work in our lives this week. In Jesus’
name, amen.
          Thank kids for coming, and encourage them to come back next week.
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TAKE-HOME
Dig In @ Home

[0 min]

Supplies

 this week’s “Dig In @ Home” handout (1 per child) (download here)

Easy Prep

 Add your church announcements to the “Dig In @ Home” handout.

          Distribute a copy of the “Dig In @ Home” handout to kids as they leave, or
email it to parents during the week.

https://digin-resources.group.com/media/10324/q3_lesson-11_take-home_bible-in-one-year.docx
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