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Acts 2:1-13 Leader Guide for One Room

Teachers Dig In

Dig In to the Bible
 Read: Acts 2:1-13
 In This Passage: Jesus’ followers are meeting together when all of a

sudden, a sound like a mighty windstorm fills their meeting room! Then
flames appear over their heads. After that, the Holy Spirit gives everyone
the ability to speak in other languages. People from a lot of countries come
and hear about Jesus in their own language. The Holy Spirit gives us power
today, too!

 Bible Point: The Holy Spirit gives us power.
 Summary Verse: “This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has

become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” (2
Corinthians 5:17).

Dig Deeper
 You’ll Be Teaching: The Holy Spirit gives us power. Many times, kids feel

powerless. They can’t always make the decisions they’d like to make. There
may be situations in their lives that are out of their control, such as a friend
moving, their parents divorcing, or a loved one with a terminal illness. Help
kids see that even though they sometimes feel powerless, the Holy Spirit
gives them power to do amazing things.

 Think About: When have you felt the Holy Spirit’s power in your life?

Dig In to Prayer
 Pray that kids would leave your class today feeling empowered.

Quick Tip
 Most of your kids are familiar with God the Father and Jesus Christ, his Son,

but the Holy Spirit may be more of a mystery. They may not have heard as
much about him and might have a lot of hard questions. This lesson
suggests defining the Holy Spirit as “a way God is with us.” Instead of
fearing the mystery of the Holy Spirit, embrace it. If kids ask questions you
can’t answer, refer them to today’s Bible story and ask them what they can
learn about the Holy Spirit from Acts 2.
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This Lesson at a Glance

OPENING
▲ Kids share about a topic related to the lesson.

Supplies
 Bible

TALK-ABOUT VIDEO
▲ Kids watch a video and discuss the Bible Point.

Supplies
  “Pentecost Power” teaching video (watch or download here)

CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
Kids speak in other languages and make wind and fire.

Supplies
 Bibles
 “Foreign Commands” handouts (1 for every 4 kids) (download

here)
 plain white paper
 box fan
 orange crepe paper
 candle
 lighter or matches

Easy Prep
 Cut the “Foreign Commands” handouts into 4 sections.
 To hear examples of the foreign translations for “Jesus loves

you,” watch this video.

HIGH-ENERGY GAME
Kids help each other overcome physical limitations.

Supplies
 stickers (1 per person)
 chairs or other place markers (2 for every 6 kids)
 blankets or large towels (1 for every 6 kids)
 upbeat music (optional)
 music player (optional)

Easy Prep
 For every 6 kids, set up a relay space with 2 place markers

spaced about 15 feet across from each other.
 Place a blanket at each starting place marker.

LOW-ENERGY GAME

https://vimeo.com/album/4920085/video/254879653
https://digin-resources.group.com/media/9808/q4_lesson-05_foreign-commands_handout.pdf
https://vimeo.com/album/4920085/video/255745554
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Kids problem-solve to hit a target with several items at once.
Supplies
 pool noodles (1 for every 5 kids)
 tennis balls (1 for every 5 kids)
 cotton balls (1 for every 5 kids)
 tube socks (1 for every 5 kids)
 6-inch pieces of string (1 for every 5 kids)
 chairs or other goal markers (1 for every 5 kids)
 upbeat music (optional)
 music player (optional)

Easy Prep
 Along 1 side of your room, set goal markers at least 3 feet apart.
 About 10 feet directly across from each goal marker, place a pile

of supplies:
o 1 pool noodle
o 1 tennis ball
o 1 cotton ball
o 1 tube sock
o 1 6-inch piece of string

LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
▲ Kids see lights powered up after they pray for power.

Supplies
 string of Christmas lights or lamp

TAKE-HOME
▲ Kids receive a take-home page about the lesson.

Supplies
 this week’s “Dig In @ Home” handout (1 per child) (download

here)

Easy Prep
 Add your church announcements to the “Dig In @ Home”

handout.

*Marked supplies can be reused from Core Bible Discovery
Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+,
purchasing child-safe items, and being aware of allergy concerns.

https://digin-resources.group.com/media/9824/q4_lesson-5_take-home_bible-in-one-year.docx
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OPENING
Welcome

[5 min]

Supplies

 Bible

Welcome
 Thank kids for coming.
 Just for fun, have kids show their goofiest faces to everyone around them.
 Make announcements.
 Introduce new kids.
 Celebrate birthdays by having kids say “happy birthday” in a funny voice.
 Collect the offering.

Introduce the Lesson
            Say: Today we’re going to learn that the Holy Spirit gives us power.
In the Bible story, the Holy Spirit gave people power to speak in languages
they didn’t know!

Share
 Tell kids some words you know in another language.
 Have kids form pairs. Ask kids to share some words they know in another

language.
 After partners have discussed, ask two or three kids to share with the whole

group what they talked about with their partners.

Summarize
            Open a Bible to Acts 2, and say: We probably learned those words
when someone taught us, but in the Bible, everyone just started speaking
different languages they hadn’t learned! Let’s see how else the Holy Spirit
gave people power in the Bible. The Holy Spirit is a way God is always with
us. God talks to us through the Holy Spirit and through the Bible. It’s his
special book. Before we dig in to the Bible, let’s talk to God.
            Pray, thanking the Holy Spirit for giving us power.
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TALK-ABOUT VIDEO
Pentecost Power

[10 min]

Supplies

  “Pentecost Power” teaching video (watch or download here)

Tip
 Don’t have internet in your classroom? That’s okay! You can download the

videos before class using the “download” button at the link provided, or
purchase DVDs here.

Discuss and Watch “Pentecost Power”
            Ask: • What’s something you’re waiting for?
            Say: Today we’re learning that the Holy Spirit gives us power. In the
Bible, the Christians were waiting for the Holy Spirit. Finally, God sent his
power to the Christians in the Bible in a really neat way! Let’s check it out.
            Watch “Pentecost Power.”
            Ask: • Why do you think the Holy Spirit sent wind and fire?
            • How is the Holy Spirit’s power like the power of wind or fire? How is
it different?
            Say: In the Bible, when the Holy Spirit came, he sent wind and
showed up like tongues of fire over people’s heads! Wind and fire both have
power to change things. And the Holy Spirit changed the Christians with his
power. They could share about Jesus in languages they’d never spoken!
The Holy Spirit gives us power to do amazing things, too!

https://vimeo.com/album/4920085/video/254879653
https://www.group.com/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/dig-in/shop/
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CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
Acts: God Sends Christians the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-13)

[20 min]

Supplies

 Bibles
 “Foreign Commands” handouts (1 for every 4 kids) (download here)
 plain white paper
 box fan
 orange crepe paper
 candle
 lighter or matches

Easy Prep

 Cut the “Foreign Commands” handouts into 4 sections.
 To hear examples of the foreign translations for “Jesus loves you,” watch

this video.

Give Commands
            Say: In our Bible story today, we’ll discover a time people spoke all
kinds of different languages.
            Ask: • What’s a language you wish you could speak? Why?
            Say: If we all spoke those different languages, it might get a little
confusing! Let’s see what that might be like.
            Give each reader a section of the “Foreign Commands” handout. Have
kids who can’t read yet pair up with the readers. Say: You’re going to try to get
other kids to obey the command on your handout. But you can read only the
foreign language version, not the English part. Don’t worry about
pronunciation; just make your best guess. And no using body language! If
people do what you say, give them a high-five! For those with partners,
teach them the phrase on your handout so they can help you give
commands.
            Allow time for kids to mingle and give their foreign language commands.
After about a minute, call time and have kids sit down.
            Ask: • What did you do to figure out what other kids were saying?
            Say: It’s really hard to communicate with someone if you don’t speak
the same language. But in our Bible story, speaking different languages
helped the early Christians spread the message about Jesus. Let’s see what
happened and how the Holy Spirit gives us power.

Make Wind and Fire
            Say: Just before today’s Bible story, Jesus had died, come back to
life, and gone to heaven. The early Christians needed to experience God in a
new way, so God sent the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is a way God is always
with us—even today! The Holy Spirit gave the early Christians power in a
very interesting way. Let’s see what happened. This event happened on
Pentecost, which was a Jewish festival.
            Read Acts 2:1-2.
            Say: I’ve seen some big windstorms, but usually they’re outside! I
wonder what it would be like to have a mighty windstorm inside. Let’s make
one!
            Give each child a piece of paper, and have kids accordion-fold the paper
to make fans. (Older kids may need to help younger kids.) Then turn on a box fan
to full power, and have kids add to the windstorm by waving their fans at each

https://digin-resources.group.com/media/9808/q4_lesson-05_foreign-commands_handout.pdf
https://vimeo.com/album/4920085/video/255745554
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other.
            Turn off the fan and collect the paper fans. Say: Whew! That was windy!
And it was probably much windier when the Holy Spirit came! Wind can be
powerful and can remind us that the Holy Spirit gives us power.
            Ask: • How would you react if a big gust of wind blew through our
room—but the windows were closed and no fans were on?
            Say: The wind wasn’t the only surprising thing that happened.
            Read Acts 2:3.
            Say: Let’s see if we can catch “flames” on our heads or shoulders.
            Give each child a piece of orange crepe paper, 4 to 6 inches long. Have
kids throw the paper in the air and then move to try to catch the paper on their
heads or shoulders. After a minute or so, collect the “flames.”
            Say: It’s a good thing we were using crepe paper and not real flames!
We don’t know what these things were—it just says they looked like flames
or tongues of fire that rested on the people.
            Ask: • What would you think if you saw something that looked like
fire resting on me?
            Say: It was definitely not your average church service that day! I’ve
never seen fire resting on anyone before. But there was one more very
unusual thing.

Say “Jesus Loves You”
            Read Acts 2:4-8.
            Say: The Bible lists 15 different places people were visiting from
during the holiday of Pentecost. People living in those places spoke
different languages, but the Holy Spirit gave the early Christians power to
speak all those languages—right then and there! The Holy Spirit gives us
power.
            Ask: • Why do you think the Holy Spirit gave them that power right
then?
            Say: God wants a friendship with people everywhere! He loves
people who speak every language! But it would be hard to tell people about
Jesus if you didn’t speak the same language. The Holy Spirit gave the early
Christians power to speak other languages so everyone could know about
Jesus’ love.
            Let’s practice spreading the good news about Jesus in other
languages. I’ll teach you how to say “Jesus loves you” in different
languages, and you can repeat the phrases to learn them. Teach kids the
following phrases. Have them practice each one by telling it to at least five other
kids.
 Spanish: Jesus te ama (hay-SOOS tay ah-mah)
 Swahili: Yesu anakupenda (YAY-soo ah-nah-koo-PEN-dah)
 Japanese: Iesu wa aishiteru (EE-eh-su WA EYE-shee-te-roo)
 Kurdish (Iran): Îsa ji te hez dike (EE-sah zhih tuh huz dik-uh)
 Russian: Iisus lyubit tebya (ee-SOOS LYOO-bit tee-BYAH)

            Ask: • If you were going to another place to tell about Jesus, where
would you go, and why?
            Say: The early Christians got power from the Holy Spirit in really
special ways. But the Holy Spirit gives us power today, too. When you need
power, ask the Holy Spirit for help!
            Ask: • What do you need the Holy Spirit’s help with this week? Share
your own example first, and then have kids share in pairs.
            Dim the lights, and light a candle. Say: This flame reminds us about
how the Holy Spirit’s power came on the first Christians. As you look at the
flame, pray silently for your partner to receive power and help from the Holy
Spirit this week. Allow time.
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            Say: The Holy Spirit gives us power because God sent him to be our
helper. He can help each of us with what we shared.
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HIGH-ENERGY GAME
The Helper

[10 min]

Supplies

 stickers (1 per person)
 chairs or other place markers (2 for every 6 kids)
 blankets or large towels (1 for every 6 kids)
 upbeat music (optional)
 music player (optional)

Easy Prep

 For every 6 kids, set up a relay space with 2 place markers spaced about 15
feet across from each other.

 Place a blanket at each starting place marker.

Tip
 You can purchase downloadable music and other items to enhance your

DIG IN program here.

Recommended for 6 or more kids.

Relay With Limitations
            Say: We’ve been learning about this amazing gift God has given to
everyone who believes in him—the Holy Spirit. After Jesus went to be with
God in heaven, God sent the Holy Spirit to be our guide and helper. Let’s
play a funny game where you’ll help and be helped.
 Form mixed-age teams of six or fewer.
 Assign different limitations or weaknesses to each person in each team by

placing a sticker where he or she is limited. For example, if a person can’t
use a foot, you’ll place a sticker on that foot.

 Make up the limitations as you go, or you can use those below. Try to
choose easier limitations for younger kids.
o sticker on the ankle—that person has to hop on one leg
o sticker near the eyes—that person has to move with eyes closed
o sticker on both feet—that person can’t walk
o sticker on throat or over mouth—that person can’t talk
o sticker on both legs and arms—that person can’t move at all
o sticker on temple—that person has a crippling fear of carpet (or other

flooring in your room)
o sticker on elbow—that person can’t touch anyone else
o sticker on ear—that person is afraid of you, the teacher

 Encourage kids to have fun hamming it up in their roles as they play.
 The goal for teams is to get everyone from their starting marker to their goal

marker and back as quickly as possible. They’ll have to work together to
overcome each person’s limitations, and they can creatively use the
blankets to help move their teammates. They’ll have to go back and forth
once per person on the team.

 Play music in the background as kids play.

https://www.group.com/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/dig-in/shop/
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 If you have time, allow kids to mix up their teams and play again with
limitations of their choosing.

Talk About It
            Ask: • What did you like about being a helper in the game?
            • What did you like about being helped in the game?
            • Tell about a time someone helped you in real life. Maybe someone
helped you face a fear or helped you when you were hurt. Share an example
from your own life.
            Say: In our game we had some fun pretend weaknesses, fears, and
other things that limited what we could do. That’s true for our lives, too—we
all have things we can’t do that leave us needing help. God sent us the Holy
Spirit to be our great Helper. The Holy Spirit can help us when we need help
and can help others through us when they need help. The Holy Spirit gives
us power!
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LOW-ENERGY GAME
Use Your Noodle

[10 min]

Supplies

 pool noodles (1 for every 5 kids)
 tennis balls (1 for every 5 kids)
 cotton balls (1 for every 5 kids)
 tube socks (1 for every 5 kids)
 6-inch pieces of string (1 for every 5 kids)
 chairs or other goal markers (1 for every 5 kids)
 upbeat music (optional)
 music player (optional)

Easy Prep

 Along 1 side of your room, set goal markers at least 3 feet apart.
 About 10 feet directly across from each goal marker, place a pile of

supplies:
o 1 pool noodle
o 1 tennis ball
o 1 cotton ball
o 1 tube sock
o 1 6-inch piece of string

Tip
 You can purchase downloadable music and other items to enhance your

DIG IN program here.

Recommended for 5 or more kids.

Strategize a Solution
            Say: We’ve been discovering ways the Holy Spirit gives us power.
Because we can’t see the Holy Spirit, it can be hard to understand what that
means or what that power looks like. I have a game that will help us
understand by testing our brain power.
 Form mixed-age teams of five, and have each team choose a pile of

supplies.
 Each team’s goal is to throw all the supplies toward their goal marker and

have everything land at the marker at exactly the same time.
 First, have teams try by letting everyone select an item to throw and

allowing kids to try to synchronize their throws.
 When this first attempt doesn’t work, have teams gather their supplies

again.
 Give teams time to brainstorm ways they can complete the challenge and to

try out their strategies.
 If you’d like, play music in the background while kids play.
 The solution to the game is to attach all the objects to the pool noodle by

putting things inside the tube sock and then slipping the sock over the end
of the pool noodle. Then the string can be used to secure the sock to the
pool noodle to be thrown. All the objects will arrive at the goal marker at the

https://www.group.com/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/dig-in/shop/
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same time.

Talk About It
            Ask: • How did you see brain power at work during this game?
            • How do you know brain power is real if you can’t see it?
            Say: When we think of power, most of the time we think of physical
power or strength—something we can see pretty clearly. Brain power is
different. We all have it, but we can’t see it by looking at someone. We see
the effects of brain power and know it’s real and it’s inside us. The Holy
Spirit gives us power that’s inside us, too!
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LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
Power Prayer

[5 min]

Supplies

 string of Christmas lights or lamp

Pray and See Power
 Turn off the lights in the room.
 Have kids close their eyes and pray about an area of their lives in which

they feel powerless.
 As kids pray, plug in the Christmas lights or lamp. (If it’s a lamp, turn it on,

too.)
 When kids have finished praying, they’ll open their eyes to see the lights.

Wrap Up
            Say: When you prayed, you saw how electric power could light up a
lightbulb. The Holy Spirit gives us power that’s so much better! Whenever
you feel powerless, turn to the Holy Spirit for help.
            Thank kids for coming, and encourage them to come back next week.
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TAKE-HOME
Dig In @ Home

[0 min]

Supplies

 this week’s “Dig In @ Home” handout (1 per child) (download here)

Easy Prep

 Add your church announcements to the “Dig In @ Home” handout.

            Distribute a copy of the “Dig In @ Home” handout to kids as they leave, or
email it to parents during the week.

https://digin-resources.group.com/media/9824/q4_lesson-5_take-home_bible-in-one-year.docx
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