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Acts 8:26-40 Leader Guide for One Room

Teachers Dig In

Dig In to the Bible
 Read: Acts 8:26-40
 In This Passage: An angel tells Philip to head south on a road. As Philip

does, he sees an Ethiopian man in a carriage. The Holy Spirit tells him to
walk beside the carriage, and Philip gets to tell the Ethiopian about Jesus.
Later, the Holy Spirit snatches Philip away and puts him in a new spot. The
Holy Spirit gives us direction, too.

 Bible Point: The Holy Spirit gives us direction.
 Summary Verse: “This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has

become a new person. The old life is gone; a new life has begun!” (2
Corinthians 5:17).

Dig Deeper
 You’ll Be Teaching: The Holy Spirit gives us direction. Kids are used to

following directions from teachers and parents. But sometimes they have to
make decisions on their own. Help them see that when they listen to the
Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit can give them direction.

 Think About: How have you felt the Holy Spirit giving you direction?

Dig In to Prayer
 Pray that you and your kids will recognize the Holy Spirit’s prompting in your

life.

Quick Tip
 Much like the Ethiopian in the Bible, kids can sometimes be confused about

Scripture. The words may be hard to read or understand. Be open to kids’
questions, even if you don’t have all the answers. Also, never force a child
to read the Bible aloud. Kids who feel unfamiliar with the Bible may feel
ashamed if they mess up words or can’t find the passage.
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This Lesson at a Glance

OPENING
▲ Kids share about a topic related to the lesson.

Supplies
 Bible

TALK-ABOUT VIDEO
▲ Kids watch a video and discuss the Bible Point.

Supplies
 “Seivert’s Story” teaching video (watch or download here)

CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
Kids go on important missions related to the Bible story.

Supplies
 Bibles

Easy Prep
 If you don’t know the Mission: Impossible theme song tune, look

it up online.

HIGH-ENERGY GAME
Kids listen carefully to find out which team is “It” in a big game of Tag.

LOW-ENERGY GAME
▲ Kids play board games that require following directions.

Supplies
 4 board games or card games that require following direction,

such as Sorry!, Uno, Crazy 8s, or Parcheesi (if you have younger
kids, include a preschool-friendly game like Memory, Chutes and
Ladders, or Candy Land)

 upbeat music (optional)
 music player (optional)

LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
▲ Kids listen for the Holy Spirit’s direction.

TAKE-HOME
▲ Kids receive a take-home page about the lesson.

Supplies
 this week’s “Dig In @ Home” handout (1 per child) (download

here)

Easy Prep
 Add your church announcements to the “Dig In @ Home”

handout.

https://vimeo.com/album/4920085/video/254880176
https://digin-resources.group.com/media/9834/q4_lesson-8_take-home_bible-in-one-year.docx


Lesson 8: Acts: God Sends Philip to an Ethiopian 12/28/2022
Classroom: My One Room Classroom

Design and base content Copyright © Group Publishing, Inc. Licensed for use with 1-20 students. Permission to reproduce
granted for local church use only.

Page 3 of
12

*Marked supplies can be reused from Core Bible Discovery
Let's keep kids safe! You can help by using supplies as instructed for only ages 3+,
purchasing child-safe items, and being aware of allergy concerns.
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OPENING
Welcome

[5 min]

Supplies

 Bible

Welcome
 Thank kids for coming.
 Just for fun, have kids give an elbow-five to five friends.
 Make announcements.
 Introduce new kids.
 Celebrate birthdays by having kids say “happy birthday” in a deep voice.
 Collect the offering.

Introduce the Lesson
            Say: Today we’re going to learn that the Holy Spirit gives us
direction. Directions can be hard!

Share
 Tell kids about a time you got lost.
 Have kids form pairs. Ask kids to share about a time they or their families

got lost.
 After partners have discussed, ask two or three kids to share with the whole

group what they talked about with their partners.

Summarize
            Open a Bible to Acts 8, and say: Getting lost can be scary. That’s why
it’s great to have direction! The Holy Spirit may not navigate our cars, but he
gives us direction. Let’s see how he gave Philip direction in the Bible. The
Bible isn’t an ordinary book; it’s God’s special book. The Bible is one way
the Holy Spirit speaks to us and directs us. As we read his Word today, let’s
see how he directs us. Let’s start by talking to the Holy Spirit.
            Pray, thanking the Holy Spirit for giving us direction.
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TALK-ABOUT VIDEO
Seivert’s Story

[10 min]

Supplies

 “Seivert’s Story” teaching video (watch or download here)

Tip
 Don’t have internet in your classroom? That’s okay! You can download the

videos before class using the “download” button at the link provided, or
purchase DVDs here.

Discuss and Watch “Seivert’s Story”
            Say: Today we’re learning that the Holy Spirit gives us direction.
            Ask: • What else gives us direction, such as where to drive?
            Say: Let’s watch a video about a boy in Norway named Seivert.
Seivert has some special things to give him direction!
            Watch “Seivert’s Story.”
            Ask: • The boat has equipment to help guide Seivert to the best
fishing spot. How does the Holy Spirit guide us to good things?
            • The boat has equipment that directs Seivert back to the shore, even
when it’s hard to see. Tell about something in which it’s hard for you to see
what to do.
            • The boat has bumpers that keep it safe from crashing into the dock.
How does the Holy Spirit keep us safe from bad things?
            Say: Without all that equipment, Seivert wouldn’t be able to find a
good fishing spot or get back to shore safely. And we need the Holy Spirit to
direct us, too! The Holy Spirit gives us direction, even when it’s hard for us
to see where to go or what to do.

https://vimeo.com/album/4920085/video/254880176
https://www.group.com/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/dig-in/shop/
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CORE BIBLE DISCOVERY
Acts: God Sends Philip to an Ethiopian (Acts 8:26-40)

[20 min]

Supplies

 Bibles

Easy Prep

 If you don’t know the Mission: Impossible theme song tune, look it up online.

Mission: Scatter
            Have kids huddle in the middle of the room. Start humming the Mission:
Impossible theme song.
            Say: I have a series of missions for you today. Let’s see how well you
can follow the mission directions. Mission 1: The church is in danger. We
have to split up to stay safe! Your mission, should you choose to accept it,
is to scatter on the count of three! One…two…three!
            Have kids scatter around the room.
            Say: Just before today’s Bible story, this is what happened to the
church. That might seem like a bad thing, but God was up to something.
You see, with all these new Christians in different places, they could tell
more and more people about Jesus!
            Ask: • Think of a time you had to go to a new place and something
good that happened there. Share your own example first, such as going to a
new school and meeting a new friend or trying a new restaurant (that you didn’t
want to go to) and loving the food there. Then have kids share in pairs.
            Say: Our true Bible story today is about one of the people who had to
scatter to a new place. His name was Philip. Let’s see how God used Philip
to spread the word about Jesus to a new place.

Mission: Chariot
            Say: Philip had a special mission, but he had to follow every direction
to get the mission right. The Holy Spirit gives us direction, and the Holy
Spirit gave Philip direction, too. Let’s see how well you can follow directions
like the ones for Philip’s mission. First, you’ll have to prepare for the
mission.
            Have two-thirds of the kids form pairs and make wheelbarrows. To make a
wheelbarrow, one partner (not a girl in a dress, but this is a great role for
preschoolers) will lie facedown on the floor and then push up with his or her arms.
The other partner will pick up the first partner’s legs and “push” that child like a
wheelbarrow. Have pairs push each other around the room for about a minute of
practice.
            To the remaining kids, say: Okay, for the rest of you, I have your next
mission. Your mission is to head south until you get to the wall. Point south
so kids know where to go. (If you’re not sure which way is south, just make up a
direction.)
            Once the non-wheelbarrow kids are lined up on the south wall, have
everyone freeze. Say: God sent an angel to tell Philip to head south. So those
of you who just went south, you’re all Philips.
            There was a treasurer from Ethiopia—he was an important guy who
worked for the queen of Ethiopia. He was riding in a carriage nearby. So
those of you with your hands on the ground, you’re the chariots. Those of
you steering are the Ethiopian treasurers. While you’re riding in your
chariot, you’re reading a Bible. That’ll be too hard for you to hold right now,
so just imagine it.
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            Now that we know who’s who, it’s time for Philip to get his next
mission. Hum a line from the Mission: Impossible theme song. Say: Philips, are
you ready for mission number three?
            Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is this. Read Acts 8:29.
Give each Philip a specific mission by pointing out a different chariot for each
Philip to walk beside.
            After kids walk beside chariots for a minute or so, have everyone sit down
in trios formed by a chariot, an Ethiopian, and the Philip that was walking beside
them.

Ask Questions
            Say: Philip heard the treasurer reading the Bible and asked if he
understood what he was reading. Just like Philip, the Ethiopian needed
direction! He said he needed someone to explain it to him.
            So Philip sat with the Ethiopian in the chariot. The Bible tells us
exactly what words the Ethiopian was reading from Isaiah, so let’s read
along and see if we need explanation, too. Think about what questions you
have as you hear these verses.
            Read Acts 8:32-33.
            Ask: • What questions do you have about these verses?
            • What explanations do you have about these verses?
            • Tell about a time you needed help understanding something. Share
your own example first. Then have kids share in their trios.
            Say: The Ethiopian had a question. Let’s hear it.
            Read Acts 8:34.
            Say: Philip used these verses to tell the Ethiopian about Jesus. He
probably explained that these verses were talking about what Jesus would
do for us.
            The verses mean that Jesus died for us, just like people in Bible
times sacrificed a sheep to pay for their wrongs. And when Jesus was on
trial, he didn’t argue or try to talk his way out of dying. The way he died was
humiliating and not fair.
            Isaiah wrote these verses a long time before Jesus died. They’re
called a prophecy, predicting what would happen to Jesus. So Philip
explained that Jesus died just the way the prophecy said. And Philip
explained the good news—that Jesus died to forgive our sins and that he
came back to life!
            Because the Holy Spirit gives us direction, and Philip followed those
directions, he got to tell someone from Africa about Jesus! God had a
surprising way of spreading the good news all over! Wow!

Talk About It
            Say: Let’s talk about the missions you just experienced.
            Ask: • When I asked you to do something, you didn’t always know
why. What reasons did you think I had?
            • What did Philip know about why the Holy Spirit was directing him?
            • Explain whether you’re the kind of person who likes to know why
you’re doing something or you just do whatever you’re asked. Share first.
            Say: When an angel told Philip to go south, that was it. He didn’t
explain why. But Philip went. When the Holy Spirit told Philip to walk by a
chariot, Philip didn’t know who was in the chariot or that he needed help
understanding the Bible. Sometimes when the Holy Spirit gives us direction,
we don’t get an explanation. Sometimes we just need to follow directions
like Philip and trust that God has an important mission for us.

Mission: Baptize
            Say: Philip’s mission wasn’t over! After the Ethiopian heard about
Jesus, he believed everything he’d heard. When the chariot passed by some
water, the Ethiopian asked Philip to baptize him.
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            Baptizing is a special thing, so we’re not going to act it out or
pretend to do it. But your next mission will be to stand with your trio,
pretending you’re standing in the river water right after the Ethiopian’s
baptism.
            Allow time for kids to stand.
            Say: And Philip had one more mission. The Holy Spirit gives us
direction, but not usually like this! Let’s see what happened.
            Read Acts 8:39-40.
            Say: Wow! I don’t think you’ll be able to complete a mission of
transporting across the room. But your final mission, should you choose to
accept it, is to get to the corner of the room farthest from you as quickly as
possible! Allow time.
            Have kids discuss these questions with others who ended up in the same
corner.
            Ask: • What do you think it felt like to be snatched away and put in a
new place?
            • If the Holy Spirit snatched you and put you somewhere new, where
would you want to be?
            Say: The fact is, we don’t always get to pick where the Holy Spirit
directs us. When the Holy Spirit gives us direction, it might not be where we
choose to go. That’s okay! Like Philip, we can follow the Holy Spirit’s
direction, no matter what. We won’t always hear from the Holy Spirit. But if
you’re not sure you’ve ever heard from him, try listening more. If your
cellphone wasn’t getting reception, you’d move, right? Otherwise you
wouldn’t be able to get phone calls or texts. In the same way, sometimes we
need to adjust our lives to make sure the Holy Spirit has space to get
through to us.
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HIGH-ENERGY GAME
Crrrrrr…ows!

[10 min]

Run or Chase
 Form two mixed-age groups: the “Cranes” and the “Crows.”
 The two groups will line up facing each other, 4 or 5 feet apart.
 If you say “Crows,” the Crows must turn around and run, with the Cranes in

hot pursuit. If you say “Cranes,” the Cranes will run away, chased by the
Crows.

 If a Crane tags a Crow before the Crow touches the opposite wall, that Crow
becomes a member of the Cranes group when play continues. (The
opposite is also true.)

 Prolong the first part of the word—“Crrrrrows”—in order to keep both groups
in suspense. You may also put the names of the groups into sentences—for
example, “I hear the sound of crrrracking and crrrrunching. A crrrracker is
being eaten by a crrrrazy Crow!”

 Play several rounds or until one group has only one person remaining. Then
gather kids together.

Talk About It
            Ask: • What was it like trying to follow my directions in this game?
            • Does following the Holy Spirit’s direction ever feel like that?
Explain.
            Say: In this game, you had to listen very carefully or you might get
the direction wrong. When the Holy Spirit gives us direction, sometimes it’s
very quiet. We need to listen carefully to hear and follow his direction.
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LOW-ENERGY GAME
Board Game Bash

[10 min]

Supplies

 4 board games or card games that require following direction, such as
Sorry!, Uno, Crazy 8s, or Parcheesi (if you have younger kids, include a
preschool-friendly game like Memory, Chutes and Ladders, or Candy Land)

 upbeat music (optional)
 music player (optional)

Tip
 You can purchase downloadable music and other items to enhance your

DIG IN program here.

Talk About It
            Say: We’re learning that the Holy Spirit gives us direction. We get
direction from a lot of people and places. Give an example of someone who
gives you directions, such as a boss.
            Ask: • Where do you get directions?
            Say: Let’s play some games where you’ll need to follow directions.

Play Board Games
 Have kids choose a board game or card game to play. It’s best if kids

choose a game they know so they won’t need to take time learning the
rules.

 Kids can play the games with others who chose the same one.
 If you’d like, play music as kids play.

Talk About It
            Ask: • When you were playing, what directed you how to play your
next move?
            • How specific were those directions?
            Say: In games, we get direction from things like dice, cards that other
people played, or spinners. They show us exactly how we can move next.
That’s kind of like what the Holy Spirit did for Philip. He told him exactly
where to move and even picked him up and moved him to a new place! The
Holy Spirit gives us direction, too.

https://www.group.com/childrens-ministry/sunday-school/dig-in/shop/
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LIFE APPLICATION WRAP-UP
Listen

[5 min]

Pray and Listen
 Have kids each think of an area of their lives in which they need direction.

For example, they may be facing difficult decisions or problems they’re not
sure how to handle.

 Have kids spread out and sit quietly, asking the Holy Spirit for direction with
their decisions or problems.

 Encourage kids to hold out their hands, palms up, like they’re ready to
receive a gift.

 Have kids sit quietly and listen for the Holy Spirit’s direction.

Wrap Up
            Ask: • If you heard the Holy Spirit directing you, talk about that.
            Say: The Holy Spirit may not talk to us every time we stop and listen.
But by taking time to stop and listen, we give space for him to speak to us
and direct us.
            Pray: Holy Spirit, thank you for directing us. Help us be open to your
direction. In Jesus’ name, amen.
            Thank kids for coming, and encourage them to come back next week.
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TAKE-HOME
Dig In @ Home

[0 min]

Supplies

 this week’s “Dig In @ Home” handout (1 per child) (download here)

Easy Prep

 Add your church announcements to the “Dig In @ Home” handout.

            Distribute a copy of the “Dig In @ Home” handout to kids as they leave, or
email it to parents during the week.

https://digin-resources.group.com/media/9834/q4_lesson-8_take-home_bible-in-one-year.docx
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