
BIG IDEA
I can keep learning — God is with me!

BIBLE
The Writing on the Wall: Daniel 5

FREE TIME

PLAY | Free Time
INSTRUCTIONS: Tables will be set with games and activities for kids to play until the lesson
begins. This is a great opportunity to get to know some kids and work on building relationships.
Have kids go to the bathroom prior to class beginning

POLL | Upvote Challenge

INSTRUCTIONS: This poll will be written on the board as a discussion starter while kids arrive.
Have kids put an up arrow for easiest challenge and a down arrow for the hardest
challenges. 

Learning to tie your shoes.
Learning to play the piano.
Learning to shoot a free throw in basketball. 
Memorizing the names of all 50 states.
Memorizing the 66 books of the Bible.
Learning to ride a unicycle.
Teaching a wild monkey to juggle.

LARGE GROUP TIME

SAY...

Welcome back to our series, Hear Me Roar! I'm the zookeeper here at the Babylon Zoo, and you
won't believe all the things that have happened since the last time you visited. I have so much
to tell you on our zoo tour today!

WHAT?

Hear Me Roar

Week 3



ACTIVITY | Animal I.D.

Have you ever wondered what happens when an animal gets loose? Let's play a game to
find out how a lost animal finds their way back.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR TEACHERS: Using the set of the Animal I.D. printables tape one I.D. card
to the back of each kid's shirt. During game play, kids will walk around and ask each other
yes or no questions to try to figure out what animal they are. They will come to you once
they've figured it out and you'll have the sit down on the bench.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR STUDENTS: You each have an animal name on your back. You need to go
around the room and ask each other yes or no questions in order to learn which animal you
are! When you think you've figured out who you are, find a zookeeper and they'll help you get
back to the zoo! 
You had to pay attention to everything you learned in order to figure that out. In today's story,
we'll hear about somebody who didn't.

SO WHAT?

SCRIPTURE | Daniel 5 (The Writing on the Wall)

INSTRUCTIONS: Dressed as a zookeeper, tell the Bible story from the zookeeper's
perspective. Today's story spans all of Daniel 5, so you can use the script below to help you
get through it. 
Phew! Sometimes walking around the zoo can get exhausting because it's so big! How about
we catch our breath with some more news about what's been happening around here in
Babylon? We read these stories in the Bible. 
Do you remember hearing about our friend Daniel, and how King Nebuchadnezzar made
life difficult for him and his friends, Shadrach, Meschach, and Abednego? 

King Nebuchadnezzar wanted all the power for himself and because of that he did
things like bring Israelites like Daniel and his friends from their home in Jerusalem all the
way here to Babylon so they could work for him.
Then, he made a big statue and said, "Everyone must worship this idol. If they don't, I'll
have them thrown into a furnace!" And he wasn't kidding. When he found out Shadrach,
Meschach, and Abednego refused to worship his statue, he punished them by putting
them in the fire. But God protected them and they survived without having even a single
hair singed!

And even though King Nebuchadnezzar knew then and there that God was real and was
more powerful than anything, he sadly went back to being his mean old self. One day he
finally drove himself mad and couldn't be the king anymore. 
So, his son is now in charge. His son's name is also a mouthful — Belshazzar. And this might
be hard to believe, but Belshazzar is even meaner than his father! Check this out.
Belshazzar was having a big feast together with the noblemen of his kingdom. He gave an
order to have all the gold and silver cups that had been stolen from God's temple in
Jerusalem brought to the party so they could use them. This was against God's command.
While they were enjoying their drinks, they were praising the idols they worshipped. 
[Read vs. 5-6] 

Unable to read the words and scared for his life, Belshazzar called all the enchanters
and "wise" men he could think of to figure out what the words said. But no one was able
to. 
Someone there remembered how wise Daniel was so when all of Belshazzar's own
assistants couldn't figure out the message on the wall, they reminded the new king
about Daniel. They brought Daniel in right away! 

https://curriculum.stuffyoucanuse.org/HearMeRoar_E_PrintablesWeek3


Belshazzar offered Daniel gifts and the opportunity to be in power himself. Daniel didn't
want any of those rewards though. God gave him the wisdom to understand the
message. He explained that the message came directly from God. Let's find out what
happened next! 

[Read Daniel 5:24–31.]
The message God sent said that Belshazzar's days of ruling Babylon were numbered.
That meant since he didn't honor God — even though he should have known better —
the kingdom would be taken away from him and that he would die. 
Then later that night, the message came true! Babylon is under new management now
because the Medes and the Persians, who come from a different kingdom altogether,
have taken over. The new guy in charge is named Darius. I really hope he learns from
the mistakes of ol' King Neb and King Bel!

VIDEO | Hear Me Roar, Episode 3 (OPTIONAL)

INSTRUCTIONS: To re-inforce what they heard from the story, you can play this week's
episode of Grow TV. 

BIG IDEA | I can keep learning — God is with me!

Like Nebuchadnezzar, Belshazzar was stuck in his ways for a long time, but then he became
open to learning about God, but it was too late for him. Daniel kept learning every step of the
way. With God’s help, we can keep learning too!
INSTRUCTIONS: On the whiteboard will be a picture of a lion, pretend to have a hard time
opening the mouth of the lion to retrieve the big idea inside. Or, invite a kid up to retrieve
the big idea.
That's our Big Idea this week: I can keep learning — God is with me! Just like Daniel, when we
follow God, we are always learning and growing. 
Let's shout — or should I say, roar — the Big Idea! Stand up and roar that I can keep learning
— God is with me!

NOW WHAT?

MEMORY VERSE | Nahum 1:7 (NIV)

I'm so glad that God is always with me, because that means I can always keep learning how
to follow Him. 
Our memory verse this month reminds us that He takes care of the people that put their trust
in him. Repeat is after me. 

"The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him."
I've been thinking a lot about our memory verse. There have been so many changes and
wild events happening here at Babylon Zoo. I'm thankful that God is with me. Let's keep
learning our memory verse together by putting the words in order.
INSTRUCTIONS: Words will be printed on zoo animals. Have students work together to

http://growcurriculum.org/ElementaryTeachingVideosV6


assemble to verse in order. 
Great job! Let's pray together before we head to our small groups. 

PRAYER

God, you are the Creator of the world, and you are always at work. I don’t want to stay in
my comfort zone when it comes to growing with you. I want to keep learning instead of
thinking I already know everything. Thank you for being the most kind and patient teacher
and for reminding me I don't have to be perfect. Amen.

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

What happened to King Nebuchadnezzar? 
What did the handwriting on the wall say?
What happened to King Belshazzar after he threw the big party? 
Read 2 Timothy 3:14–17. What are the things that the Bible does to help us
learn? 
Who is the best teacher or coach you’ve ever had and why?
What is God teaching you about right now?
What are some things you can do to learn more about God this week

MEMORY VERSE | Nahum 1:7 (NIV)

Practice the memory verse with the kids in your group.
"The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him."

Award tokens for kids that can say the verse from memory.
Get prizes!
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