
BIG IDEA
We can love God with our actions.

BIBLE
The Boy Jesus at the Temple: Luke 2:41–52

Section

FREE TIME
PLAY | Free Time

INSTRUCTIONS: Tables will be set with games and activities for kids to play until the lesson
begins. This is a great opportunity to get to know some kids and work on building relationships.

Have kids go to the bathroom prior to class beginning

POLL | Advice from Adults

INSTRUCTIONS: This poll will be written on the board as a discussion starter while the kids ar
rive
Has an adult ever given you this piece of advice? 

Wait 30 minutes after eating before jumping in the pool.
Don't talk with your mouth full.
Look both ways before crossing the street.
Finish your homework before playing on the computer or watching TV.
Don't talk to strangers.
Eat all your dinner before you have dessert.

LARGE GROUP TIME

SAY...

Welcome to Measure Up, friends! Today, we'll take a ride back to the past when Jesus was a kid a
nd take a look at his relationship with his parents. Buckle up! We can learn a lot from Jesus' action
s toward his parents. How we act shows a lot about what we value and who we love.

Let us play a related game to set up our remarkably true story. ARE YOU READY!!! Alright, we b
egin with this question....
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WHAT?

ACTIVITY | Maze Trap

Have you ever gotten lost at an amusement park or grocery store? I'm sure it was scary, but you 
know what? The grown-up you were with was just as scared not knowing where you were. Let's pl
ay this game to show what that must have felt like!

INSTRUCTIONS: Create a maze out of whatever you want. Blindfold two to three student volu
nteers, depending on your maze size. Place the volunteers in the middle of the maze, and dir
ect all to escape from it while blindfolded. Encourage audience applause! The first person t
o escape the maze is declared the great Maze Trap winner!
Today, we're going to hear a story about a time when Mary and Joseph searched everywher
e for their son because Jesus had gotten lost... Or had he? We'll find out!

SO WHAT?

SCRIPTURE | Luke 2:41–52 (The Boy Jesus at the Temple)

INSTRUCTIONS: Dress up as a ride operator (polo shirt with khaki pants or shorts and name 
badge). You will need kid volunteers to play Joseph, Mary, and Jesus. Have them act out the
things you say in the story. Please make sure you point to each character when you mentio
n them as their cue to act it out. Have volunteers wear nametags to differentiate the chara
cters so that the kids can tell who everyone is.
Hey friends! Welcome back to our live show experience at the Measure Up theme park. Toda
y's show is called "The Boy Jesus at the Temple." Everyone say, "Ooh!" 
Excellent! You are a wonderful audience — we're going to have a great show today. Measure 
Up is an interactive story experience, so wave your hands if you want to be a part of the sho
w! [Select 2-3 volunteers.]
Let's begin! 
Every year, Jesus' parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover (Volunteers pret
end to walk). It was like a big family reunion. As I said, they went to the party every year, inclu
ding the year when Jesus turned twelve. Audience, hold up the fingers of how old you are! 
After the Passover party ended, Jesus' parents, Mary and Joseph, left to travel home(M&J, wa
lk home. Jesus, stay there.). Now, remember cars weren't invented yet, so they had to walk. 

Mary and Joseph walked for an entire day before they realized someone wasn't with the
m. Can you guess who they couldn't find? You got it – their son, Jesus! They couldn't fin
d him anywhere!
So Mary and Joseph had to turn around (Turn around M&J) and walk ALL the way back t
o Jerusalem to find Jesus. Everyone say, "Uh oh."

It took Mary and Joseph THREE whole days to find Jesus. Everyone say, "Yikes!"
Can you guess where he was?... Jesus was in the temple, listening to teachers talk abo
ut God. The teachers were really impressed with Jesus, especially with how well he unde
rstood their teachings. He asked them great questions, too.

You can imagine his parents' surprise and relief when they finally found him. Everyone breat
he a big sigh of relief. Mary said to Jesus, "Why did you stay behind? We've been so worried a
bout you!" 

Jesus said something a little unusual to his parents, and they didn't understand what he
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meant. He said, "Didn't you know I had to be in my Father's house?" Everyone say, "Huh?
"
Jesus was talking about his father in heaven, God! Jesus wanted to be where he could b
e close to God.
Jesus went home with his parents and was respectful and obedient to them (Jesus, Be 
nice). Jesus showed that he loved his parents (Hug M&J), but Jesus showed that he lov
ed God most of all.

Jesus showed everyone around him that day you can never be too young or too old to show 
how much you love God.
Please help me give a round of applause to our volunteers! 
Go ahead and everyone take a seat.  This story has a really important message that we can 
take from it. That is why we chose this as our Big Idea this week...

BIG IDEA | We can love God with our actions.

INSTRUCTIONS: Flip over the big idea on the whiteboard and read aloud! 
We can love God with our actions.
Jesus showed his love for God by learning from those more knowledgeable of God's word. H
e also showed He loves God by being respectful and obedient to his parents.
What actions can we do to love God?
(OPTIONAL: Lets show our love for God right now with some worship.)

MUSIC | Worship (OPTIONAL)

INSTRUCTIONS: Feel free to use one or both music videos for some worship.

(OPTIONAL) VIDEO | Measure Up, Episode 2

INSTRUCTIONS: Play this week's episode of Grow TV.

NOW WHAT?

MEMORY VERSE | Matthew 6:33 (NIV)

Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everythi
ng you need.
We can love God with our actions right now by doing some fun, crazy actions while reciting t
his month's memory verse!
INSTRUCTIONS: You will be provided with  actions on Popsicle sticks. Assign a couple of team
s, and have someone from each team draw a stick with their team's action to do while recit
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ing like, stick out your tongue, hold your nose, stand on one leg, spin around, run in place, do
jumping jacks, pat head & rub belly, touch your toes.
Good work everyone! At the end of our time today you will get a chance to say either this mo
nth's or last month's memory verse to get a prize. 
But, before we do that and split into small groups, let's pray...

PRAYER

Dear God, I know that my actions say so much about what matters most to me, and I want t
o show that it's you! Help me to love you with both the things I say and the things I do. Tha
nk you for putting people in my life that help me grow my love for you. Amen.

SMALL GROUP TIME

DISCUSSION

Jesus' parents couldn't find him. What did Jesus' mother say to him when she found him?
How did Jesus respond to his mother and father when they asked why he stayed behind at
the temple?
How did people listening to the boy Jesus feel about his teachings?
In what ways is it easy to love with our actions? In what ways can it be challenging?
What are some actions that show that we love God? 
What action can you take this week to apply something someone has taught you about G
od?

RESPONSE | Love God? Love Others!

INSTRUCTIONS: Read the following scenarios aloud, allowing time for discussion for each 
as a group or in small groups depending on your size.
For each of the following scenarios, tell me what you would feel like doing at firs
t. Then, what would be a better thing to do to show that you love that person an
d God? 

Two of your best friends are mad and aren't speaking to each other. One of your friend
s is talking badly about the other. 
You've been assigned a group to stay with on a field trip. None of these kids in your gr
oup are in your current friend circle. 
Your parents have asked you not to watch a certain movie because they do not think it
is appropriate for your age. You are at a friend's house, and the friend wants to watch 
that exact movie. 
A group of students you are sitting near are being loud and disruptive in class. Your te
acher mistakes you as part of the group, and you get in trouble along with the others. 
You overhear students saying not nice things about the way you are dressed. 
You find out that your brother took $20 from your father's wallet. 

Sometimes it's easy to say we love God, but hard to show it when it comes to how we get al
ong with others. But if you think about it, how can we say we love a God we can't see when 
we struggle with loving the people we can see? 



Loving God with our actions involves loving others with our actions, too. 

Scripture

Practice the memory verse one more time with your kids in your small group.
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and live righteously, and he will give you everything y
ou need.
Have the kids recite the verse from memory with your help. If they can, give them a token.
Get prizes! :)
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